
MALVERN HILLS CONSERVATORS 

Report of the Recreation Advisory Panel meeting held at Manor House on Thursday 16th March 2017 

at 6:00pm 

Present: Beck Baker, David Baldwin, Duncan Bridges, Nick Collins, Mick Davies, Richard Davies, Iris 

Ellis, Keith Evans, Peter Forster, Chris Greensmith, Jon Pickering (arrived at 6:30), Simon Smith, 

Alison Uren,  

In the absence of David Hawkins (Chair), Peter Forster took the Chair. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Jonathan Bills, John Cuthbertson, Nick Hands, Simon Roberts, Rich Vale.  

 

2. Matters arising from the report of the meeting held on the 29th September 2016 

Duncan Bridges informed the Panel that the Board had voted to make the post of Community and 

Conservation Officer permanent and therefore Beck will be staying as part of the MHC team. 

The Hunt – Duncan Bridges (MHC Director), Beck Baker and Simon Roberts (Warden) had been 

monitoring the Ledbury Hunt over the winter period.  There had been 4 meets on land under the 

jurisdiction of the Conservators and one meet of the Farmers’ Bloodhounds.  The impacts of the 

Hunt’s activities will be discussed at the next Land Management Meeting on the 9th May where a 

review of the Hunt Policy will take place. 

 

3. Rebranding update 

Beck updated the Panel on the progress of the rebranding project.   The launch of the new brand, 

name, logo and website will take place on the 6th April.  The local press will be reporting the news on 

the 7th April. 

Beck distributed a leaflet which describes the work of the Conservators and provides an explanation 

about the new brand as an example of Malvern Hills Trust branded publications. These information 

flyers are being given out with the residents’ passes and ‘out of area’ parking passes for the Malvern 

Hills car parks.  

Following the initial launch the 6th April, the brand will be rolled out across all the Trust’s leaflets, 

information boards and signage to replace them as required. 

 

4. Events programme 

Beck provided copies of the new events programme for members of the Panel to distribute to their 

groups.  Simon Smith suggested that a cycling event next year would be a good way to promote the 

cycling information and encourage responsible cycling on the Hills. 

 



5. Mountain biking campaign and permissive routes 

Beck updated the Panel that the MTB Working Group had been working to plan three (a short, 

medium and long) cycle routes on the Hills for cycling visitors.  These routes would be waymarked 

to help cyclists find their way and would be accompanied by route cards with additional guidance and 

information.  The waymarkers will feature a direction arrow, a number (referenced on the route 

cards) and a hazard marker if required for the next section of the route.  Waymarkers on the lower 

slopes will be wooden posts and stone markers will be used on the upper slopes. 

The Panel agreed that waymarking was essential to help encourage responsible cycling on the Hills 

and Commons. 

Beck gave out some maps of the three waymarked routes and invited members of the Panel to 

review the routes and identify and impacts the routes may have on their own activities. 

ACTION – Panel members to review routes and send back comments to Beck by the 31st May.   

This will be followed in the summer by a walking and cycling route map and guide to help walkers and 

cyclists find their way on the Hills. 

Simon Smith commented that MHDC would be very willing to provide information on their tourism 

website for cyclist and would also provide links to downloadable resources.  Information could also 

be provided in the Tourist Information Centre.   

Duncan also mentioned to the Panel that the Conservators were reviewing the use of electric bikes 

on the Hills and Commons.  MHC byelaws state that motorised vehicles and machines require 

further permission before being used on the Hills and Commons. Whilst electric bikes are legal on 

public highways, staff were waiting for more information to become available on the law surrounding 

the use of electric bikes on bridleways. 

Since the meeting, the Government has produced guidance on the classification of electric bikes. This confirms 

that electric bikes are classified as cycles and are therefore permitted on bridleways if they are comply with 

EPAC requirements. More information can be found here https://www.gov.uk/electric-bike-rules  

 

6. St Ann’s Well improvements 

Duncan provided an update on the project to refurbish and repair St Ann’s Well. 

The café and access to the well will be closed to the public in at the end of July and the work will 

take 12-14 weeks to complete with the café reopening at the end of October.  During this time the 

toilets will remain open and accessible.  It is likely that the proprietor will continue vending from a 

trailer on site which will allow light refreshments to continue to be sold during this period. 

Work to the building includes: 

 Interior refit to the kitchen and bathroom 

 Refurbishment and repairs to the tea room. 

 External repairs, rainwater goods, windows and repointing 

 Reconstruction of steps up to the Octagon room 

 Installing insulation throughout 

https://www.gov.uk/electric-bike-rules


 

7. Conservation Officer update 

Beck read out Jonathan’s Conservation Officer updates: 

 Jenny Palmer has returned from maternity leave to resume her post as Deputy Conservation 

Officer.  Since the meeting, Jenny has handed in her notice and plans to move closer to family in 

Yorkshire.  We thank her for all her work here at MHC. 

 Earnslaw Easier Access Trail has been resurfaced to improve accessibility for wheelchair users 

and those with pushchairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earnslaw Easier Access Trail – before and after 

 In autumn, six volunteers were recruited to focus on various access projects.  Over the 

winter they have opened up views from 12 benches around the northern Hills.  Their work 

will now switch to restoring the stone direction markers found across the Hills. 

 Winter works have finished with about 14 hectares of open habitat restoration work achieved 

to the benefit of views, access, wildlife and landscape.  Thanks to the Field Staff, contractors 

and five different volunteer groups including Earth Heritage Trust, Malvern Hang Gliders, 

Butterfly Conservation West Midlands, access volunteers and MHC’s regular volunteers for 

their hard work. 

 Severn Trent Water have undertaken works at Guarlford Road and are about to start on 

Malvern Common.  These are essential and a notice has been served on us to allow them to 



carry out their works.  MHC are working closely with STW to minimise damage and 

disturbance. 

 

8. Any other business 

Richard asked whether the Harlequin Orienteers Club could be made aware of the winter scrub 

work as soon as possible to allow the mappers to make any required changes for their events.  Beck 

would pass on the message to the Conservation Manager who plans the work but made it clear that 

the locations are planned in late summer ready for the upcoming winter. 

 

9. Date of next meeting - Thursday 21st September 2017  -  6pm at Manor House, 

Malvern 

 

Meeting closed at 7.05pm 


