Newsletter – March 2021
Welcome to the latest edition of the Trust's newsletter
We hope that this newsletter finds you, your family and friends
well.
Some signs of spring are starting to appear on the Malvern Hills
and Commons. Birds are in full voice, flowers are emerging and
there’s a little warmth in the sun (when it appears!). With it,
spring brings new hope and the chance to look forward to the
year ahead.
Our work has not slowed down over the cold winter period and you’ll find some news from the
Hills and Commons over the last few months.

National restrictions and exercising on the Hills and Commons
It has been a difficult time for us all and the Hills and Commons
continue to be an important green space for people to exercise
and stay physically and mentally well. If you’re visiting for
recreation or exercise, please stay socially distanced to protect
yourself, fellow visitors, and the local community.
At the time of writing, although some restrictions have been
relaxed, the headline message from the Government is to ‘Stay
at home’. The Malvern Hills and Commons will still be here and
we look forward to welcoming you when the time is right and it
is safe to do so.

Opportunity to join our Board
There is currently a vacancy on our Board of trustees for the
Priory ward. A by-election will be held alongside local elections
on the 6th May and we are looking for candidates to stand for
election to our Board.
Trustees are essential in guiding the work of the organisation
and are responsible for the strategic oversight of the charity.
Candidates standing for election do not have to live in the Priory ward but must be over 18 and
registered to vote in, live in or work in one of the wards or parishes that pay the Trust’s levy (town of
Malvern, parishes of Colwall, Guarlford, Malvern Wells, Mathon or West Malvern).
We are inviting potential candidates to get in touch and register their interest. A briefing session
will be held on the 16th March with an opportunity to ask questions. Read more about the election.

Extension of parking pass expiry dates
The expiry date of the Levy Payers’ car park passes (formerly
Residents’ passes) has been extended to the 31st May 2021.
Following the closure of the car parks in March and April 2020
we have extended the expiry date by 2 months from the 31st
March 2021.
Any parking passes purchased during March will only be valid
until the 31st May 2021.
Further information about the purchase and renewal of passes
valid from the 1st June 2021 will be provided in due course.
Car parking passes are available at a reduced fee to residents of the town of Malvern and the
parishes of Colwall, Guarlford, Malvern Wells, Mathon and West Malvern who pay a levy to the Trust
in their Council Tax bill.
An Annual Pass is also available to those living outside the levy paying areas. More information can
be found on the Trust’s parking pages on the website.

Providing open opportunities for nature
Winter is a busy time for restoring and conserving the special
Malvern Hills and Commons habitats.
Watch a video of local amphibian and reptile expert Nigel Hand
explain more about one project benefitting local species.
Thanks to Severn Trent and Herefordshire Amphibian and
Reptile Team (HART) for their support for this project.
Water-loving species will also be benefitting from the recent restoration of a pond on Castlemorton
Common. A digger was used to remove soil and mulch that had naturally filled the pond over time.
Open water provides an essential habitat for frogs, dragonflies and birds such as moorhens. We are
looking forward to seeing these creatures move back in to their improved wetland habitat.

The signs of spring are here…
Signs of spring are appearing as winter begins to draw to a close.
The sheep that graze the main Hills have been taken off to give
birth and will be returning later this spring with their new lambs.
The cattle will continue to graze the Hills and you’ll also find
cattle and sheep throughout Castlemorton and Hollybed
Commons. Check Stockwatch before you head out with your
pet and always put your dog on a lead near livestock.
Skylarks are also in song on the lower commons and as they establish their territories, we’ll be putting
up signs to mark where they, and other ground nesting birds, may be nesting. Please keep you and
your dog to the paths in these areas to minimise disturbance and give skylarks the best chance to
raise the next generation of singers.

Hedgelaying for wildlife
The importance of hedgerows within a landscape can
sometimes be overlooked but healthy, thick and diverse hedges
offer a whole host of benefits for wildlife.
To conserve wildlife-rich hedgerows they need to be maintained
and hedgelaying is a traditional, sensitive way of doing this.
We have recently supported a hedgelayer to manage
hedgerows which will develop into an ideal habitat for local
wildlife and we are looking forward to watching the hedgerows bloom over spring and summer.

Annual Review is now available
We are pleased to announce that the Annual Review for the
financial year 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 is now available.
The review contains highlights from the year including some of
the key projects and conservation work we’ve completed on the
Malvern Hills and Commons.
Read more about pond restoration, traditional woodland
management, and delicate archaeological repairs. In 2019
the Trust also celebrated 20 years of the Conservation
Volunteers and we are extremely grateful for their continued
support.

Office opening and contacting the Trust
In line with the national restrictions, the public counter remains closed. Parking passes can be
purchased online and by post. Further information about parking passes can be found on our
website.
Our wardens and staff continue to work across the Hills and Commons, caring for the landscape
and providing information and advice to those exercising here.
For urgent enquiries (including livestock issues), please call the normal office number 01684 892002
and follow the instructions provided. Wardens will be contactable via this number if needed and this
service is available 24/7. In an emergency, always call 999.
Sign up on our website to receive our newsletter straight to your inbox here.
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