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illafoern Hills Act-, Hl09. [Ch. xxxvil.J

A.D. 19<1

CHAPTER  xxxvii.
A n  A ct   for  conferring  further  powers  upon  the  Malvern 

Hills Conservators and foi• other purposes.

[16th August HJOH.]

WHER EA S under a decree of the Court of Exchequer in the
7th year· of the reign of King Charles I. (as reviewed and

explained by a decree of the same· Court in the 8th year of the
same reign) confirmed by an Act passed in the 16th year of the 
reign of King Charles II. intituled "A n  Act for Confinnation 
of  the Inclosure and  Improvement  of  Malvern ,J)hase "  the 
waste or commonable lands constituting the Forest or Chase of 
Mah·ern were divided and one-.thirci part thereof was appropriated 
to be enclosed and held by the King in severalty and the other 
two-third parts were ordered to remain and continue unto and 
amongst the commoners and to be held by them in common 
according to their several rights and interests free from the King's 
rights of forest and such two-third parts were to be for ever.left 
free for the freeholders and tenants and commoners to take their 
common of pasture and common of estovers therein as theretofore 
they had been accustomed and no mean lords of fees or manors 
or other freeholders or owners whatsoever or the King's Majesty 
His heirs successors or assigns or any person or persons claiming 
from by or under them or .any of them were to enclose any 
part of such two-third parts or to fell any of the woods or trees 
growing or to be growing thereon whereby the commoners might 
be hindered of their estovers :

And whereas by the Malvern Hills Act  1384 (in this Act 
referred to as '' the Act of 1884 ") the Malvern Hills Conservators 
(herein-after referred to as "the Consen·ators ") were incorporated 
for the purposes and with the constitution in thnt Act described

A

[Ch. xxxvii.J Malvern Hills Act, 1909. [9 Emr. 7.J

A.D. l!1oi1. noel wen, invested with certain powers of protection control ancl 
management with regard to the lands in that Act specified and 
provi;ion was made for restricting the nser and enjoyment of the
�aid lands to the extent in the i,aid Act appearing :

And whereas by the Act of 1884 the Conservators were autho-
rised to raise any moneys required for meeting their expenses by 
precept to be· served on the overseer of each of the parishes of 
Colwall Mathon aucl Great Malvern and the said overseers were 
clirecter! to pay the amounts specified in the said precepts out of 
the poor rate of the said respective parishes  Provided always 
that the sum required by any such precept in any one year 
should no� exceed the amount which would be produced by a 
rate of one halfpenny in the pound :

And whereas i:;iuc� the passing of the Act of 1884 the then 
parish· of Great �fairnrn  has been divided ini.o two parishes 
named respectively Great Malvern and Guarlford and the then 
parish of �\fothou has been divided into two parishes named 
respectiYely �fat.hon and ,vest Malvern :

And whereas the existing financial resources of the Con-
sen·ators are or may be insufficient to provide for the carrying 
into effect of the purposes of this Act and it is expedient that the 
Conservators should be empowered to raise further moneys for 
meeting their expenditure :

And whereas it. is expedient that the Conservators should be 
empowered to borrow money as in this Act provided :

And whereas it is expedient that the  county· councils of 
Worcestershire and Herefordshire should be empoi·ered to con-
tribute w the said funds:

a\ ad whereas it is expedient that the constitution of the 
Couscrvat.ors should be altered as in this Act provided :

Au<l whereas it is expedient that the Act of  1884 should 
be in part amended and repealed as in this Act provided :

Aud whereas the objects  of  this Act cannot  be attained 
without the authority of Parliament:

May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted 
and be ·it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and C�mmons in this present Parliament assembled and by the 
authority of the same as follows : -
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Malvern Hills Bill [HL]                                           1

[AS PROPOSED TO BE AMENDED IN COMMITTEE]

A

B I L L
TO

Repeal and re-enact certain enactments relating to the
Malvern Hills Conservators and the management of the
Malvern Hills, to reconstitute and rename those
Conservators as the Malvern Hills Trust and to confer
further powers on the Malvern Hills Trust, to make
further provision in relation to the Malvern Hills, and for
other purposes.
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The Malvern Hills -
a presentation for Select Committee. 

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

‘The long, narrow ridge rises majestically from the plain and presents a skyline unique in Britain’, The Royal Commission on Common Land, 1958.

Jonathan Bills MSc, Conservation Manager
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Introduction

• Introduction to the Hills and Commons.

• A short account of a long history.

• The Hills and Commons today.

• Malvern Hills Trust’s land management.

Malvern Hills Trust is the working name of Malvern Hills Conservators, a registered charity since 
1984, charity number: 515804.

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Legal designations – AONB 
and SSSIs. 

 Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(National Landscape) shown in grey. 

 Designated under the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act, 1949. 

 Malvern Hills Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 
yellow. 

 Malvern Common SSSI in turquoise. 

 Castlemorton Common SSSI in red. 

 Designated under the Wildlife & Countryside Act, 1981. 
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Registered Common Land 

 13 registered Common Land units overlaid on MHT                                                           
    jurisdiction map. 

 Common land covers approximately 89% of the land  
    under MHT jurisdiction. 
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Scheduled Monuments 

 The Shire Ditch shown in red. 

 Herefordshire Beacon Camp, aka British Camp, in 

black hatch. 

 Midsummer Hillfort in blue hatch (National Trust 

owned and managed, not MHT). 

 

Designated under the Ancient Monuments and  
Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Sheep on Worcestershire Beacon 
with North Hill behind and Great 
Malvern town to the east.
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Guarlford Road 
looking west toward 
Great Malvern town. 16



Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Malvern Common SSSI.
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Introduction

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

View looking north towards Worcestershire Beacon, from British Camp.
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
Commoner’s livestock on Castlemorton Common
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Early History – 1080 - 1628

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Early History – a King’s Third

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Image and map taken from 
a leaflet about the land 
sold by Charles 1st in the 
1630’s.
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Early History – 1828

Representation of North Hill, above Hollymount, 
Great Malvern.

• Enclosure (legal privatisation) and 
encroachment (unlawful privatisation) 
happened all over the former Royal Forest / 
Chase, even parts of the high Hills were 
demarcated and fenced.

• Relics of the iron railing fence depicted on this 
document can still be found on the Hills 
today.

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

North 
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Early History - 1858

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Painting of 
Victorian visitors 
to British Camp, 
looking north. 23



Early History – public 
demand for protection.

Left: one of the first 
Board of 
Conservators, early 
1900s.

Right: Poster 
advertising a meeting 
about the Malvern 
Hills Bill that led to 
the 1884 Act. 

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Early History – Land under MHT jurisdiction 
1884

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Early History - quarrying

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Tank and North 
Quarry, Malvern 
edged in yellow. 
Gullet Quarry below.
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Early History – Malvern Hills Act 1924.

N
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Land under MHT jurisdiction today

3000 acres / 1200 
hectares 28



Malvern Hills & Commons
today – suburban commons

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Fairs on Link Common. School event on Malvern Common.
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – highway 
verges

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Guarlford Road, Malvern and MHT volunteers litter-picking on Townsend Way, Malvern.
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Malvern Hills & Commons
today – northern hills

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Walkers on Sugarloaf Hill.

Cyclist and mobility scooter on Worcestershire 
Beacon.

Paragliders on Pinnacle Hill.

31



Malvern Hills & Commons today – central  
hills

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Black Hill, looking north.
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – livestock 
grazing on the Hills

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Graziers and livestock on northern and central Malvern Hills.
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – southern  
hills

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Chase End Hill (left) and Ragged Stone Hill.
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – flat, open commons still grazed 
by commoners’ livestock. Castlemorton Common.

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – enclosed 
non-common land

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – key 
features and places

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Herefordshire Beacon (British Camp) hillfort Scheduled Monument & SSSI. St Ann’s Well, Malvern. Grade 2 listed.37



Malvern Hills & Commons today – key 
features and places

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

SSSI habitats at Ragged Stone Hill (left) and at 
Malvern Common.
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Malvern Hills & Commons today – key 
features and places

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

• Woodland covers approximately 
33% of the land under MHT 
jurisdiction. 

• Ancient Woodland (400 years+) 
covers 3% including Park Wood 
(right). Some of these ancient 
woods are SSSI habitats. 

• The remaining 30% is made up of 
recently grown secondary 
woodland.
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

MHT volunteers at Old Hills (left). Ranger 
assisting a walker, British Camp car park.
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Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

Meet the MHT field 
staff event. 41



References
• Slide 1; image from visitthemalverns.com (2025) & quote from The Royal Commission on Common Land, 1958. HMSO.

• Slide 2; artwork by Dame Laura Knight.

• Slides 3-8 maps and images all MHT.

• Slide 9; British Camp and northwards, photograph from: www.cambridgeairphotos.com

• Slide 10; image by MHT.

• Slide 11; Malvern Chase Survey map image from Woolhope Naturalists https://www.woolhopeclub.org.uk/ & tapestry image from www.medievalists.net

• Slide 12; images from leaflet ‘A guide to the C17 ditches and banks of the North Malvern Hills’. Malvern Hills National Landscape.

• Slide 13; image of enclosure, North Hill. Author unknown.

• Slide 14; painting by Frederick William Keyl, 1858.

• Slide 15; photograph of Board of Conservators, MHT archive. Image of poster, taken from ‘The Forest and Chase of Malvern’, Pamela Hurle, 2007.

• Slides 16, 18, 19: MHT maps.

• Slide 17; Gullet Quarry photograph by Dave Bullard & North Quarry photograph from Britain from Above, Historic England. https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/

• Slide 20, Fare photograph from Worcester News. https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19340261.mappfest-returning-malvern-2021---details/. Runners by MHT. Old 
photograph of fare by author unknown, MHT archives.

• Slides 21, 22, 23, 24: all images MHT.

• Slide 25; Girl on hill photograph by Geoffrey Newman. Hill image copyright SuxxesPhoto https://suxxesphoto.com/

• Slides 26, 27; all images MHT.

• Slide 28; Hillfort image courtesy of Mick Davies. St Anns Well by MHT.

• Slide 29; RSH photograph by MHT. Photograph of Malvern Common courtesy of Jane Smith.

• Slides 30, 31, 32; all images MHT.

Caring for Malvern’s Hills and Commons

Charity no. 515804

42

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___http://www.cambridgeairphotos.com/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6OWNmNzpmMThlNDY1ZTA4ODc1NDNhMTgxY2E4Yzc1MTMzMzE3YzA0N2IwMWFiNmNlODQwN2VlNmVhMGViZWU3MmFkMGEyOnA6RjpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.woolhopeclub.org.uk/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6OTkyNTo3NmZiMzY2N2RmNmNkNmU1M2IzZjI3MTk4ZjA4Njk0N2Q2ODNiZTJlZTUzYjdlMmNmMjI3Y2EzOGYyNDQwNDIwOnA6RjpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___http://www.medievalists.net/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6MzAxYTpmODM3MWYzY2I5YjcyOWQzOGY2NTQ4ZGNiYTgzMmYzMjAzMDc3YWU4YTYyZGE2ODRlMDE4ZGFlNjNjY2EyZTg5OnA6RjpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6ZDEzYTo0YzFhZDY2ZDQzYjZkOGY1NTJkNTBmZGNkMTMyNmU2YmY0ZmQ1MWVhMzg0NzhmMTU4OTdiNGVjMzAxZGIzNzE5OnA6RjpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19340261.mappfest-returning-malvern-2021---details/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6NTFmNDpjYWIxMWQyYTNkZmQzOTExZWNiZTY5ODI4N2U2ODNhNTA4ZGYzOTlkZTY2NTE2YzgwOTAwOGNmYzJhMGM1MGQ4OnA6RjpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://suxxesphoto.com/___.YXAxZTpzaGFycGVwcml0Y2hhcmQ6YzpvOjg1ZWEzMTMyNGE2ZjdhYjM1YjU3ZGE1NTNkNDcyN2RlOjc6YjFhZTo3MWQyYTU2MGNhZjUzNmNiOGY5MTg5MWMxYzBlMGQwNzQwM2I2NzRhNzJlMjhmYWU1NmFmMzExZjMzYzM1NTAwOnA6RjpO

	P1. Presentation slides for Counsel
	Slide1
	Slide2
	Slide3
	Slide4
	Slide5
	Slide6
	Slide7
	Slide8
	Slide9

	P2. Presentation slides for Jonathan Bills
	Slide1
	Slide2
	Slide3
	Slide4
	Slide5
	Slide6
	Slide7
	Slide8
	Slide9
	Slide10
	Slide11
	Slide12
	Slide13
	Slide14
	Slide15
	Slide16
	Slide17
	Slide18
	Slide19
	Slide20
	Slide21
	Slide22
	Slide23
	Slide24
	Slide25
	Slide26
	Slide27
	Slide28
	Slide29
	Slide30
	Slide31
	Slide32


